Plymouth Youth Athletic Association

City of Plymouth Fire Department

April 14, 2009
The monthly meeting of the Plymouth Youth Athletic Association was called to order by President Scott Haun at 7:00 PM.

The following Board Members and Officers were present:

Rory Beebe

Bill August

Scott Haun








Tony Miller

Mike Henning

Chris Vorpagel



Tom Blend

Randy Meyer

Tim Prahl

In addition, Tim Casper, was in attendance.

Review of Agenda:  The agenda for the meeting was reviewed by all present.  Bill August requested that a discussion of a donation be added to New Business.  In addition, Lynn Helmer’s presentation was rescheduled for the May 19th meeting.
Minutes:  Minutes from the March 17, 2009 meeting were reviewed. There were no questions or concerns on the minutes as drafted.  Motion was made by Bill August, second by Rory Beebe to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed on a voice vote.
Treasurer’s Report: Bill August presented the report of the activity in the Plymouth Youth Baseball and the Plymouth Youth Athletic Association Account including revenue, expenses, outstanding bills and fund balances.  The available fund balances of the PYB and PYAA accounts as of April 14, 2009 were $14,089.66 and $10,104.80, respectively.  A motion was made to approve the report of the treasurer by Tony Miller with a second by Rory Beebe.  The motion passed on a voice vote.

Sponsorship: Tony Miller reported that he has received payments from 23 sign sponsors out of the 34 that were mailed.  Tony will be following up with the remaining sponsors to confirm their interest.  Approximately 90 letters were sent to local businesses and organizations soliciting interest in new signs at Lion’s Park.  He requested help from the board members to follow up in order to get a decision.  Tony recommended that the PYAA invest in its’ own sign at the Park.  The sign could carry a dual sponsorship with the sign company.  Tony was asked to get a quote and determine the level of interest from the sign company.
Registration: Tom Blend reported the following registration numbers as of the date of the meeting:


Developmental
160

Horizon

  75

Junior


  78

5th Cadet

  12

6th Cadet

  24

7th Cadet

  37


8th Cadet
  
  26

Softball

  79
Total to date

491
These numbers reflect the results of the Cadet evaluation.
Additional updates will be provided to the board as registrations are received and after the results of the Junior League evaluation.  
Tournament: Scott Haun reported that all the brackets are now full and the tournament has been pulled off of the eteamz website.  A separate tournament meeting will be scheduled in the near future to discuss volunteers for the various fields.
Cadet League: Scott Haun reported that all the evaluations had been completed.  At this time there are 3 teams at the 5th/6th grade, 3 teams at 7th and 2 teams at 8th grade.  Rosters for the teams were distributed and all coaches have been assigned.  Scott noted that if any team in the 5/6th grade level is in need of substitutes for a given game, the first kids to be considered are those that were evaluated for Cadet but were placed in Junior League.  There were a total of 8 kids that moved leagues as a result of the evaluation process.
It was emphasized that the practice schedule for the 5/6th grade teams be closely coordinated with the Junior League schedule.

The Lakeshore League scheduling meeting is set for April 21st.  A representative from each Cadet team will need to be present.

The Lakeshore Tournament will be hosted by Plymouth and will take place on July 20 and 21.  The top 4 teams in each grade bracket will compete.

The Helfaer game is scheduled for August 11th at 1:00PM.  The Brewer game is at 7:00 (vs San Diego).  A total of 100 tickets have been purchased at $19 each.  Coaches will need to get a headcount as soon as possible.  The teams will be comprised of the 6th graders playing in the 5/6th league.
Junior League –Tim Casper reminded the board that the Junior League evaluations will be held on Sunday, April 19th at the high school gym. Those individuals that had volunteered to help were asked to arrive by no later than 3:00. 
The decision had been made to move the pitching mound for Junior League to 46ft (from 50ft).  Tim noted that final measurements needed to be made at both Lions’ diamonds and at Northside.

Tim anticipates that there will be a total of 6 teams for this season.  He is looking for head coaching recommendations as several of last year’s coaches have moved to Cadet League.  

A discussion was held regarding the care of the diamonds during practice.  It was reiterated that the coaches are responsible for making sure the diamond is raked and repaired after use.  This point will be made at each league’s coaches meeting.
Horizon League – Scott Haun anticipates 7 teams at this point.  This will necessitate the regular use of Lone Oak Park for at least practice.

Developmental League – Tim Prahl thought he would have 14 teams, but given the number of late registrations, there could be 16 teams.  He will sort through the registrations by age/grade to determine the number of teams per level.  
Softball League – There are 16 girls registered for U12 traveling; 18 for U14 traveling and 45 for Developmental.  Try outs for the traveling teams are scheduled for May 2 and May 9th.  There will probably be 4 teams in the developmental league.
New Business:
Donation:  Bill August requested that the Board consider reimbursing the individuals responsible for field maintenance at Lions and Rotary for their time during the season.  They each invest a great deal of time maintaining the diamonds and getting them ready for the games.  He proposed that the cost could be covered by the volunteer fee that is collected each year during registration.  A discussion was held regarding the amount of work that is done and the number and availability of other volunteers.

Mike Henning made a motion to create 3 Field Maintenance Coordinator positions (one for each of the two diamonds at Lions and one for Rotary Park).  Each of these positions would be compensated $500 per year.  For the 2009 season, these funds would need to be transferred from the PYAA account to the PYB account as they were not included in the original budget.  Beginning in 2010, they will be included in the PYB budget.  For 2009, the individuals appointed to the Field Maintenance Coordinator positions are:

Lions (Ozzie Pick diamond):

Ozzie Pick


Lions (Bill August diamond):

Bill August


Rotary:




Rory Beebe

Carl Loebe field is specifically excluded as maintenance on that diamond is funded by the City of Plymouth.

Chris Vorpagel provided a second to the motion.  It passed on a voice vote.
Hall of Fame:  Scott Haun discussed the annual Hall of Fame game.  Three names were placed in nomination for this year’s induction: Bill Cain, Randy Schmitz and Ken Grebe.  A board vote will be held at the next meeting.  Randy Meyer indicated that there is a tournament scheduled the weekend of the Hall of Fame game (June 6th).  The date of the game was rescheduled for Saturday, June 20th.
The next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 19th at 7:00PM.

There was no other business or concerns to be raised at this meeting. Motion was made by Scott Haun, second by Rory Beebe to adjourn.  Motion passed on voice vote.  
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas R Blend
Secretary
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